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Please note that some buildings restrict 
the number of visitors and the areas you 
may visit. Others are only open to the 
public during Law Week in May. 
Members of the public can attend  
court hearings, except in very rare 
circumstances; however, be aware  
that all courts have security screening 
arrangements and do not allow 
photography inside their buildings. 
Tours of the Supreme Court of Victoria 
and County Court of Victoria for VCE 
Legal Studies students are available. To 
book, email education@courts.vic.gov.au. 
Students can also tour the Melbourne 
Magistrates’ Court. To book, email 
schooltours@magistratescourt.vic.gov.au.
For information about Law Week, visit 
www.lawweek.net.au. For information 
about Victoria Law Foundation’s school 
programs, and teacher resources, visit 
www.victorialawfoundation.org.au.

A guide to the institutions 
that make up Melbourne’s 
legal precinct

www.
victorialaw 
foundation. 
org.au

This publication highlights  
key legal institutions of  
direct interest to students,  
the general public and  
those working in the legal 
system. It also indicates  
which buildings are open  
to the public or offer tours  
for visitors.

Find out more at...

http://www.victorialawfoundation.org.au/
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Russell Street Melbourne  01  
Justice Museum 
377 Russell Street, Melbourne
The new Russell Street Melbourne Justice Museum, 
developed by the National Trust, integrates three  
heritage buildings in the heart of Melbourne’s original  
legal precinct. These buildings include the Old Melbourne 
Gaol, the former Magistrates’ Court and the former City 
Watch House.
The museum provides visitors with a contemporary 
experience through which today’s legal systems, justice 
networks, laws, courts and prisons can be better 
understood (entry fee applies).

Old Melbourne Gaol
The Old Melbourne Gaol was the first major gaol complex  
in Victoria. Established in 1841, it underwent a series  
of renovations and expansions, using London’s Pentonville 
Prison as its model. Of the 136 people hanged at the  
gaol between 1841 and 1924, the most famous is 
bushranger Ned Kelly. Closed in 1929, the gaol was 
temporarily reopened during World War II as a military 
prison for Australian soldiers caught absent without  
leave (AWOL) and was later used as a storage depot  
by Victoria Police.
Today the gaol forms part of the Russell Street Melbourne 
Justice Museum. Exhibits and events include displays  
of the death masks of executed prisoners, the authentic 
hangman’s box containing macabre tools of the trade  
and a candlelit night tour (entry fee applies).
www.oldmelbournegaol.com.au

Historic  
buildings

www.
victorialaw 
foundation. 
org.au
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Old Public Records Office 03
295 Queen Street, Melbourne
Built to store records of Victorian births, deaths and 
marriages as well as a range of other legal records and wills, 
the Public Records Office opened in 1902 and operated 
here until 2000. Designed in the French Second Empire 
style by SE Bindley, the Office is one of the last of the 
magnificent Victorian-era buildings constructed in 
Melbourne. The old building is now heritage-listed and has 
become the law campus for Victoria University.

Old Mint Building 04
280 William Street, Melbourne
Melbourne’s former Royal Mint building was designed  
by architect JJ Clark in the Renaissance Revival style. 
Opened in 1872, the Mint was a branch of the London 
Royal Mint and created the official legal tender for 
Victoria. Following Federation in 1901, Victoria ceased 
manufacturing British currency but continued  
to produce Australian coins. The Mint closed in 1972, 
several years after Australia adopted decimal currency in 
1966. It has now been converted to offices.
www.workingheritage.com.au/places/former-royal-mint

Old Land Titles Office 05
283 Queen Street, Melbourne
Completed in 1877, this distinctive heritage-listed building 
features elements of the Doric style. Until 2001, the 
building housed the Land Titles Office, keeping records of 
transactions involving land with a registered title (now the 
responsibility of Land Victoria in Bourke Street). Like its 
neighbour, the former Public Records Office, this building is 
today occupied by Victoria University.

Old Police Headquarters 06
336 Russell Street, Melbourne
The first police buildings on this block were erected  
in 1859, but the landmark Art Deco skyscraper, with  
its distinctive radio mast, dates from the early 1940s.  
The building was the headquarters of Victoria  
Police until 1977 and continued in police use until  
1995, when the new Victoria Police Centre was  
established at 637 Flinders Street. The building has  
now been converted to apartments.

Historic  
buildings  
continued...
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Royal Exhibition Building 07
9 Nicholson Street, Carlton
This magnificent World Heritage site was completed  
in 1880 for Melbourne’s first International Exhibition.  
Both the building and the Carlton Gardens in which it  
sits were designed by Joseph Reed, combining elements 
from the Byzantine, Romanesque, Lombardic and Italian 
Renaissance styles. It was the site of the opening of the  
first Commonwealth Parliament of Australia on 9 May  
1901 and was home to the Victorian Parliament between 
1901 and 1927.
www.museumvictoria.com.au

Trades Hall 08
54 Victoria Street, Carlton
Trades Hall is reportedly the oldest working union building 
in the world. A temporary building constructed in 1859 as a 
monument to the unions’ success in winning the eight-
hour working day was replaced in the 1870s with the 
current heritage-listed building. This grand building, 
designed by architects Reed and Barnes, remains the 
central meeting and organising space for the Victorian 
trade union movement, but space is also leased to a range 
of arts, advocacy and political organisations. The building 
has been altered and extended many times; for example, 
after the Tailoresses’ Strike in 1882–83, the Female 
Operatives Hall was added in response to the growing 
number of women unionists. This hall was demolished in 
1960 to make way for an extension.
www.vthc.org.au
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Courts

Supreme Court of Victoria 09
210 William Street, Melbourne
The Supreme Court of Victoria was established in January 
1852 and has occupied its current home since 1884.  
These imposing buildings were designed in the classical 
Renaissance Revival style by Melbourne architects AL 
Smith and AE Johnson, and are the largest court buildings 
in Australia to be built to a single design. The Supreme 
Court is the highest court in Victoria. It is divided into the 
Trial Division and the Court of Appeal.

Trial Division
The Trial Division of the Supreme Court is made up of  
the Chief Justice and other judges. The cases it hears 
include serious criminal charges (such as murder and 
treason), large civil cases, and appeals from lower courts 
and tribunals.

Court of Appeal
The Court of Appeal consists of the Chief Justice, the 
President and the judges of appeal. It hears appeals from 
criminal and civil cases originally heard in the Supreme 
Court, the County Court and Victorian tribunals.
www.supremecourt.vic.gov.au

Old High Court 10
450 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne
Designed by John Smith Murdoch, the former High  
Court building exemplifies the clean lines associated with 
the Stripped Classical style. The High Court of Australia 
operated out of these premises from 1928 until 1980,  
when the court moved to Canberra. Many landmark  
cases were heard in this building, including the famous 
Communist Party Case, in which the High Court struck 
down the Menzies Government’s attempt to ban the 
Australian Communist Party. Today, the building houses 
courtrooms used by the Trial Division of the Supreme Court, 
and the Commercial Court Registry.
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County Court of Victoria 11
250 William Street, Melbourne
The County Court of Victoria was established in 1852. 
The striking modern building currently housing the court  
is the largest court facility in Australia. Designed by  
Daryl Jackson, SKM and Lyons Architects, it was opened 
in May 2002. This is the busiest jury trial court in Victoria, 
hearing most criminal trials and many civil claims (such  
as personal injury compensation cases) as well as appeals 
from the Magistrates’ Court.
www.countycourt.vic.gov.au

Magistrates’ Court of Victoria 12
233 William Street, Melbourne
The Melbourne Magistrates’ Court moved to its current 
home in 1995. The court has a wide criminal jurisdiction, 
dealing with all summary (less serious) offences and also 
holding committal hearings where the magistrate decides 
if there is enough evidence for indictable (more serious) 
criminal charges to be tried in the Supreme or County 
Court. The civil jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Court hears 
disputes over money or property worth up to $100,000. The 
industrial division of the court deals with disputes between 
employees and employers. The court also has WorkCover, 
family violence and intervention orders, and Victims of 
Crime Assistance Tribunal jurisdiction.

Specialist courts and court support services
The court provides a variety of services and programs 
that assist accused who have issues like substance abuse 
and mental illness, as well as support for the magistrates 
who deal with them. Specialist jurisdictions, like the 
Assessment and Referral Court List, seek to address 
the underlying causes of criminal offending by linking 
accused persons to appropriate treatment and other 
support services.
www.magistratescourt.vic.gov.au
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Courts  
continued...

Children’s Court of Victoria 13
477 Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
The Children’s Court of Victoria is a specialist court 
with two divisions dealing with cases involving children 
and young people: the Criminal Division and the Family 
Division. The Criminal Division hears criminal charges 
against children and young persons, with the exception 
of offences involving death. The Children’s Koori Court 
hears cases involving criminal offending by Koori children 
and young persons. The Family Division hears cases 
concerning the protection and care of children and 
young persons, and intervention orders where children 
are involved.
www.childrenscourt.vic.gov.au

Coroners Court of Victoria 
65 Kavanagh Street, Southbank
Coroners investigate certain deaths and fires to find out the 
identity of the person who died and the cause of the death 
or fire. Coroners also hold inquests (public hearings) in 
some cases and may recommend ways to prevent similar 
deaths and fires in the future.
www.coronerscourt.vic.gov.au

Court Network 
Level 5, 555 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
Court Network is a volunteer-based service providing 
support, information and referrals to anyone involved 
in a court hearing. It was established in 1980 and 
provides services on site at VCAT (Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal) and the Supreme, County, 
Magistrates’, Coroners, Family and Children’s Courts.
www.courtnetwork.com.au
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Commonwealth Law Courts 14
305 William Street, Melbourne
This polished concrete and glass building was designed  
by Paul Katsieris of Hassell architects and has won 
numerous architecture awards. The building, opened  
in 1999, houses the Melbourne registries of the national 
courts: the High Court, the Family Court, the Federal Court 
and the Federal Circuit Court.

High Court of Australia
While the High Court chiefly sits in Canberra, it also sits 
in the state capitals. The High Court was established by 
the Constitution and is the highest court in Australia. The 
High Court interprets and applies the laws of Australia; 
decides important federal cases (including challenges to 
the constitutional validity of laws); and hears appeals from 
federal, state and territory courts.
www.hcourt.gov.au

Federal Court of Australia
The Federal Court hears trials and appeals on almost  
all civil matters involving federal law. It deals with cases in 
the fields of administrative and constitutional law, 
corporations, intellectual property (patents and copyright 
disputes), native title, maritime claims, bankruptcy, tax, 
consumer protection and competition law.
www.fedcourt.gov.au

Family Court of Australia
The Family Court was established by the Family Law Act 
1975. Its role is to manage complex disputes arising from 
separation or marriage breakdown; for example, 
disagreements about who should look after children, or over 
the division of property. Where children are involved in 
cases, their welfare is the court’s foremost concern.
www.familycourt.gov.au

Federal Circuit Court of Australia
The Federal Circuit Court hears a variety of different types 
of cases, including less complex cases involving family law 
and child support, administrative law, bankruptcy, 
consumer protection and trade practices, human rights, 
migration, privacy law and copyright.
www.federalcircuitcourt.gov.au
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Tribunals

Victorian Civil and 15   
Administrative  
Tribunal (VCAT)
55 King Street, Melbourne
VCAT is a one-stop shop that handles a range of disputes 
and can appoint guardians and administrators to make 
decisions on behalf of people with a disability. It is 
deliberately less formal than a court and encourages people 
to present their cases themselves – there is no requirement 
for legal representation. In addition to hearings, VCAT 
uses alternative dispute resolution approaches, such as 
mediation, to resolve disputes. It deals with more than 
85,000 cases each year, mostly residential tenancy matters. 
VCAT’s main CBD venue is 55 King Street, but human 
rights cases are heard at the William Cooper Justice Centre 
at 223 William Street.
www.vcat.vic.gov.au

Specialist tribunals
Specialist tribunals have diverse areas of practice and 
function. They are generally established to settle particular 
types of disputes where the courts are considered too 
expensive, too slow, or lacking in appropriate expertise. 
Examples of specialist tribunals include: 
Mental Health Tribunal of Victoria, which conducts 
hearings to determine whether a person with mental illness 
should be treated as a compulsory patient.
www.mht.vic.gov.au 
National Native Title Tribunal, which manages native 
title claims made in the Federal Court of Australia and 
assists parties to reach native title agreements. 
www.nntt.gov.au
Administrative Appeals Tribunal, which conducts 
independent reviews of administrative decisions made 
under Commonwealth laws.
www.aat.gov.au
Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal, which  
provides financial aid to victims of crime where appropriate.
www.vocat.vic.gov.au



Lawyers

The Victorian Bar 
The Victorian Bar was established in 1900. The Bar  
is the professional body which represents barristers.  
It plays an important role in setting standards and 
guidelines for members.
www.vicbar.com.au

Barristers’ chambers 
The first barristers in Victoria were admitted to practice  
in 1841. Barristers act as advocates in civil and criminal 
trials, pleading the cause of another in front of the court.  
To ensure that everyone has access to legal representation 
and a fair trial, barristers must accept any case offered 
within their area of expertise, even if the case is unlikely  
to succeed. Barristers’ offices are called chambers.  
Unlike most solicitors, barristers don’t practise within  
firms but are self-employed, working independently.  
They often, however, share chambers and clerks.  
Clerks advise solicitors and others about the availability  
of barristers and their specialties, and look after the 
administrative side of a barrister’s work.

Law Institute of Victoria 16
470 Bourke Street, Melbourne
The Law Institute of Victoria is the 
Victorian professional association for 
lawyers and those who work in the  
law. Founded in 1859, the institute  
moved into its present premises in 1979. 
The modernist façade of this building  
was designed in 1959 by the then Lord 
Mayor of Melbourne, Bernard Evans,  
and is now heritage-listed. 
The institute supports those working  
in the legal profession, makes policy 
submissions on legal issues and organises 
ongoing professional education for those 
working in the law. The institute also has 
a regulatory role, setting ethical and 
professional standards for lawyers.
www.liv.asn.au
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Lawyers  
continued... 

Solicitors’ offices 
There are around 500 solicitors’ offices in Melbourne’s city 
centre. They range from large multinational companies 
occupying whole floors of city skyscrapers to small  
firms with just a few partners. Solicitors provide legal 
counsel to their clients on diverse topics, ranging from 
business advice to guidance on defending a criminal 
charge. They also draft documents for their clients,  
such as contracts or wills.

Director of Public Prosecutions 17
565 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
The Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP) is responsible 
for prosecuting all serious (indictable) criminal offences 
under Victorian law, such as murder, rape and armed 
robbery. The Office of Public Prosecutions is essentially 
a solicitors’ office, which assists the Director to prepare 
and conduct these proceedings effectively and efficiently. 
The office also acts on behalf of the Director in committal 
proceedings, trials, confiscation proceedings and related 
proceedings. Most summary offences are prosecuted by 
Victoria Police; however, the DPP may take over these 
proceedings where appropriate.
www.opp.vic.gov.au

Justice Connect
Level 17, 461 Bourke Street, Melbourne
Justice Connect is an independent not-for-profit legal 
service. It connects disadvantaged individuals and 
community organisations with legal needs to pro bono 
(free) legal services. It also provides legal information and 
advice to community organisations, and advocates for 
law reform.
www.justiceconnect.org.au
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Victoria Legal Aid 18
350 Queen Street, Melbourne
Victoria’s first formal legal aid organisation, the Public 
Solicitor’s Office was set up in 1928 and provided 
assistance to people whose assets were worth less  
than 50 pounds. Victoria Legal Aid (VLA) was established 
in 1995. It assesses whether to help people based on a  
set of guidelines and policies that include a means 
and merits test (i.e. whether the case has a chance of 
success). Much of its work involves criminal and family 
matters. However, VLA also provides, free of charge, a 
duty lawyer service at most courts and tribunals, a legal 
advice appointment service, a telephone legal information 
and advice service and a range of publications and self-
help workshops.
www.legalaid.vic.gov.au

Community legal centres 
Community legal centres (CLCs) provide free legal help to 
over 60,000 Victorians every year. CLCs focus on helping 
those who cannot pay for private legal assistance but 
do not qualify for legal aid. Some centres also conduct 
research and make policy suggestions for law reform. The 
coordinating body for CLCs is the Federation of Community 
Legal Centres. Many CLCs are generalist services, but 
there are also legal centres that specialise in particular 
areas of law or types of client. Specialist services in the city 
centre include: the Mental Health Legal Service; Women’s 
Legal Service Victoria; Consumer Action Law Centre; 
JobWatch; the Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention 
and Legal Service; and the Human Rights Law Centre.
www.communitylaw.org.au
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Government 

Parliament House 19
Spring Street, Melbourne
In 1855, architect Peter Kerr adapted Charles Pasley’s 
design to create one of the state’s most impressive 
buildings, although Kerr’s original vision of an ornate dome 
capping the building was never realised. Construction  
of Parliament House continued in various stages until  
1929. The Parliament of Victoria was officially opened on  
25 November 1856, although only the distinctive 
Legislative Chambers had been completed at the time. 
Australia’s first Federal Parliament was housed here from 
1901 until 1927, temporarily exiling the Victorian Parliament 
to the Exhibition Building. Today, Parliament House is 
where the state’s laws and regulations are created.  
It accommodates the 88-member Lower House and 
40-member Upper House. Free tours are available on  
non-sitting days.
www.parliament.vic.gov.au

Old Treasury Building 20
Spring Street, Melbourne
The Old Treasury Building was built as a direct result of 
Victoria’s gold rushes in the 19th century. Designed by 
19-year-old architect JJ Clark in the Italian Renaissance 
Revival style, it was built between 1858 and 1862, and used 
to store gold from the diggings. It also served a political 
function, housing the offices of several government officials, 
including the Governor, the Premier, the Treasurer and the 
Auditor General. This freestone building is now home to a 
free museum with exhibitions on gold, the development of 
democracy and the growth of Melbourne. The building also 
continues to operate in a legal capacity, with the Governor 
of Victoria and Executive Council meeting weekly to 
endorse legislation passed by the Parliament of Victoria.
www.oldtreasurybuilding.org.au
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Melbourne Town Hall 21
90–120 Swanston Street, Melbourne
The foundation stone of the Melbourne Town Hall was  
laid in 1867 by Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh.  
The building, which opened in 1870, was designed by 
Joseph Reed and is significant as an early application  
of the French Empire style in Victoria. It is home to 
Melbourne City Council, which makes regulations  
and by-laws for the inner city. In the past, use of the 
building has been controversial, with left-wing and  
anti-conscription groups refused access during World  
War I. Today, however, anyone can take a free tour  
of the Town Hall, and its rooms may be hired for events 
and meetings.
www.melbourne.vic.gov.au



Government  
continued...

Department of Justice  
and Regulation 22

121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne
The Department of Justice and Regulation brings 
together government activities concerned with the 
reform, administration and enforcement of law in Victoria. 
The department’s responsibilities range from prisons to 
consumer protection and enforcing court orders, and also 
cover gaming, racing and emergency management. In 
2006, the department centralised its divisional offices at 
121 Exhibition Street. The site has a long legal history, having 
been a police watch house in 1840, a detention centre for 
deserting seamen, and Victoria’s first female penitentiary. 
From 1962 to 2003 it was the site of the famous Southern 
Cross Hotel. Designed by Woods Bagot architects, the two 
aluminium-finished towers with elegant glass facades are 
based on environmentally sustainable design principles and 
are home to several government departments.
www.justice.vic.gov.au

Victorian Government 23   
Solicitor’s Office
Level 25, 121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne
The Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office is the primary 
source of legal advice and services to the Victorian 
Government. It provides strategic legal solutions across 
many areas of law, including administrative, commercial 
and property law.
www.vgso.vic.gov.au

Victoria Police 
Victoria Police was established in 1853 and plays an 
integral enforcement role in our justice system. Today there 
are over 17,000 men and women working for Victoria Police. 
In the city centre there are four police stations: Melbourne 
West at 313 Spencer Street, Melbourne East at 226 Flinders 
Lane, Southbank at 66 Moray Street and Melbourne North 
at 36 Wreckyn Street. The Victoria Police Museum is at 
637 Flinders Street (free entry).
www.police.vic.gov.au
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Statutory  
bodies

Judicial College of Victoria 24
Level 7, 223 William Street, Melbourne
Established by the Judicial College of Victoria Act 2001,  
the College provides judicial education and professional 
development to Victorian judges, magistrates and VCAT 
members. The College ensures that members of the 
Victorian judiciary are kept up-to-date with the latest 
developments in the law, technology and social issues.
www.judicialcollege.vic.edu.au

Victorian Legal Services Board  25   
+ Commissioner
Level 5, 555 Bourke Street, Melbourne
The Board, under the Legal Profession Uniform Law 
Application Act 2014, regulates the legal profession, 
addresses the concerns of clients of firms and lawyers, 
and administers the Public Purpose Fund and the Fidelity 
Fund. The CEO of the Board has a dual role as the Victorian 
Legal Services Commissioner, which involves dealing with 
complaints about Victorian lawyers (such as allegations of 
professional misconduct) and also educating lawyers and 
the wider community on relevant issues.
www.lsbc.vic.gov.au

Leo Cussen Centre for Law 26
360 Little Bourke Street, Melbourne
Named in honour of a renowned Victorian Supreme Court 
judge, the Leo Cussen Centre for Law was established 
in 1972. It provides practical legal training and ongoing 
professional development for entry-level lawyers through to 
senior lawyers.
www.leocussen.vic.edu.au

Office of the Public Advocate 
Level 1, 204 Lygon Street, Carlton (off map)
The Office of the Public Advocate (OPA) is an independent 
statutory body that safeguards the rights and interests of 
people with disability in Victoria. OPA assists people with 
disability, their families, carers and supporters by providing 
advice, education, information, research, human rights 
monitoring, guardianship and advocacy. 
www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au
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Victoria Law Foundation 27
Level 5, 43 Hardware Lane, Melbourne
Victoria Law Foundation is an independent, not-for- 
profit organisation. It works to inform and engage the 
community on issues of law and the justice system,  
and works with the legal sector to improve its service  
to the community. The foundation operates a grants 
program, publishes plain-language legal information  
and runs education programs for the community.  
It is also responsible for a variety of special projects, 
including the coordination of Law Week.
www.victorialawfoundation.org.au

Office of the Commissioner for  28  
Privacy and Data Protection  
(CPDP)
Level 6, 121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne
Under the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014, CPDP 
regulates the way state government agencies, local 
councils and service providers collect, use and store 
personal information. Headed by the Commissioner for 
Privacy and Data Protection, CPDP attempts to resolve 
complaints about alleged breaches of privacy, issues 
privacy standards for the public sector and monitors 
compliance with them.
www.cpdp.vic.gov.au
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Statutory  
bodies
continued...

Victorian Equal Opportunity   
and Human Rights Commission
Level 3, 204 Lygon Street, Carlton (off map)
The Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commission helps people resolve complaints of 
discrimination, sexual harassment and racial or religious 
vilification by offering a complaint conciliation process  
that is confidential, impartial and free. The commission 
informs and educates Victorians about their human rights 
protections and obligations and provides an independent 
assessment of how well state and local governments 
comply with the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and 
Responsibilities.
www.humanrightscommission.vic.gov.au

Victorian Law Reform Commission 29
Level 3, 333 Queen Street, Melbourne
The Victorian Law Reform Commission is an independent, 
government-funded organisation. The commission 
conducts community consultation and research into 
Victoria’s laws, usually at the request of the Attorney-
General, and develops reports and recommendations  
for law reform. The goal of the commission is to improve  
the capacity of the justice system to meet the needs  
and aspirations of the Victorian community.
www.lawreform.vic.gov.au

Ombudsmen 
An ombudsman is an independent body that investigates 
complaints about government decision-making. Industries 
and professions such as the banking and public transport 
sectors have also created ombudsmen who can consider 
complaints. The powers of ombudsmen vary but may 
include dismissing a complaint, trying to resolve a 
complaint through conciliation and making 
recommendations or binding decisions.
www.everyday-law.org.au/ombudsmen-and-dispute-
resolution-services
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Other places  
of interest

Victoria State Public Offices 30
436–50 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
This looming inter-war building was constructed in the 
1920s and 1930s to house the Commonwealth Taxation 
Office. It was designed by Oakley & Parkes architects  
and reflects an attempt to combine the Renaissance style 
of the adjacent Titles Office with a more modern 
conception of a financial building. The building also 
displays an Art Deco influence in the parapet detailing. 

Neighbourhood   
Justice Centre
241 Wellington Street, Collingwood  
(off map)
Working exclusively in the City of Yarra, the 
Neighbourhood Justice Centre is the only purpose-built 
neighbourhood justice centre in Australia. Its magistrate 
hears criminal, civil and Children’s Court matters. Also 
based at the centre, independent welfare agencies and a 
branch of Community Correctional Services help clients 
break the cycle of offending by addressing underlying 
psychological and social causes. Additionally, the centre’s 
community engagement teams work closely with the 
local community to reduce the incidence and impact 
of crime and to improve the overall wellbeing of City of 
Yarra residents.
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Educational facilities 
Eight Victorian tertiary institutions offer law courses: 
Australian Catholic University, Deakin, La Trobe, 
Melbourne, Monash, RMIT, Swinburne University of 
Technology and Victoria University. After completing their 
tertiary studies, law students must complete a period of 
practical legal training or a 12-month traineeship under a 
legal practitioner in order to be admitted to practise as a 
lawyer. Practical legal training courses are offered by the 
Leo Cussen Centre for Law and the College of Law, Victoria.



“By providing valuable 
educational resources, 
Victoria Law Foundation 
continues to play an 
important role in breaking 
down the barriers between 
the media and legal sector.”
John Silvester
Senior writer – law and
justice, The Age

Victoria Law Foundation helps Victorians 
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