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GEELONG cycling champion
Oliver Kent-Spark will forgo
the Bay Cycling Classic and
the first 2016 National Road
Series race in order to rest for
his European debut with Irish
team An Post Chain Reaction.

Kent-Spark, 22, said he
decided to skip the NRS event
at Ballarat, which starts on
January 6 and finishes on
January 10, as the next day he
travels to Spain where he will
join a training camp with his
UCI Continental cycling team
ahead of the early-season

TWO of Geelong’s leading cyc-
ling groups are calling for a new
guide for the road rules for riders
to be mandatory reading for
every person learning to drive.

According to Geelong Cyc-
ling Club president, John Burtt,
and Bike Safe director, Barton
van Laar, the Victoria Law

aware (of) their responsibilities,”
Mr Burtt said.

“Its content should be part of
the learner driver handbook, as
it’s a time when you have the
attention of people who are
learning to drive and this is the
best time to ingrain good habits.”

Mr Van Laar said it was time-
ly. “It’s important for motorists
to understand that under the
law, riders have different rules,”

he said. “For example, cyclists
are classified as vehicles and
allowed to ride two abreast.”

Victoria Law Federation
executive director, Joh Kirby,
said there was such a demand for
the online version of Bike Law,
the organisation’s website cras-
hed soon after it was published.

“We also printed 70,000 cop-
ies and will need to reprint
almost immediately,” she said.

She said the VLF realised
there was a huge amount of con-
fusion between what drivers and
riders believed was the law, to
what the legislation stated.

Ms Kirby said the state cor-
oner had remarked cyclists and
motorists legally have an equal
relationship on the roads.

“But it’s unequal as it’s the
cyclist who gets hurt,” she said.

Visit bikelaw.org.au
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New road rules guide should be compulsory reading
Foundation’s Bike Law: A bike
rider’s guide to road rules in Vic-
toria, is essential reading for all
cyclists and motorists.

The pair are among many in
the state’s strong cycling com-
munity who are keen to bridge
the knowledge gap between rid-
ers and car drivers.

“This handbook should be
part of every driver’s education
and it’s important for riders to be

MOTORCYCLING brothers 
David and Phil Robinson are 
taking part in the Cadel 
Evans Great Ocean Road 
Race People’s Ride — but 
they won’t be wearing cleats.

Instead, Dave, who lives in
Modewarre, and Phil, who 
lives in Grovedale, are two of 
the 900-strong army of 
volunteers vital to the event’s 
success.

The pair will be liaising 
with volunteers situated 
along the course. 

“Our role is to assist the 
people’s ride volunteers, as it 
can daunting. So we ride 
between the different areas 
and try to make sure every-
thing is running smoothly 
and pick up any issues before 
they escalate into a problem.”

David said they gained 
valuable experiences work-
ing at the first CEGORR, as 
well as at the National Road 
Series, Otways Classic and 
the Amy Gran Fondo.

He said it took a lot to get
some of the racing organis-
ations to understand the 
concept of the services the 
duo could offer.

“I got interested through
Phil, who rides at the Gee-
long Surf Coast Cycling Club. 
We love helping out at these 

races,” David said. “We also 
carry water and spare tyres.” 

The CEGORR organisers
said they were on the hunt for 
volunteers with passion, the 

ability to cheer loudly and 
have a friendly smile to sup-
port the event on January 30 
and 31. 

Roles vary greatly among

the 900-strong workforce but 
applicants can identify their 
preferred role.

Every volunteer will 
receive a polo and cap to 

CAVENDISH FOR CADEL
ANOTHER cycling star is head-
ing to Geelong, with 26-time 
Tour de France stage winner 
Mark Cavendish, pictured, to 
race in the Cadel Evans Great 
Ocean Road Race on January 
31. It will be his only appear-
ance in Australia this summer 
for the Olympian, former 
world champion and world-
class sprinter, who will line up 
for the first 
time with his 
new squad 
Team Dimen-
sion Data, re-
cently been 
awarded a 
UCI World-
Tour Licence.
It will be first 
time the 30-
year-old has 
returned to Geelong and Bella-
rine Peninsula, after appearing 
at the 2010 UCI Road Cycling 
World Championships 
“I am looking forward to start-
ing the 2016 season in Victoria.
“I’ve heard great things about 
the challenging Cadel Evans 
Great Ocean Road Race course 
and I’m especially excited to 
visit Geelong again,” Caven-
dish said.

GCC CHRISTMAS HANDICAP
TOMORROW night men will 
ride 48km and women 32km 
at Waurn Ponds in the Geelong 
Cycling Club’s third race of 
their summer series, the 2015 
Christmas Handicap.
While the seniors will ride the 
handicap, the juniors will ride a 
scratch race of either 16km or 
24km. This is the GCC final 
race of the year, with the club’s
next event at Staughton Vale 
on January 16.

ORICA RIDES PROFIT HIT
THE minerals explosion firm 
which sponsors the Orica-
GreenEdge and Orica-AIS 
teams, has suffered a $36 mil-
lion drop in profits following an 
Australian Federal Court ruling 
on its tax strategy.
This could impact the OGE 
team, which featured Geelong 
25-year-old world champion 
track cyclist Leigh Howard, 
before he was signed by IAM 
Cycling in September.
Last month, Orica said it would 
continue its cycling sponsor-
ship for two more years, but 
Gerry Ryan, the OGE team 
owner, had been searching for 
a co-sponsor this season. 
Federal Court judge Tony 
Pagone reportedly found Orica 
enjoyed a massive profit of 
nearly $34 million during that 
period due to the transactions 
in question. Orica is reported 
to be seeking legal advice.

BIKE RULE OF THE WEEK
CYCLISTS can make a hook 
turn at any road intersection, 
unless there is a sign prohibit-
ing it.

Champ heads to Spain

European Classics.
“Jumping on a plane after a

big race is always stressful,” he

said. “I feel it is better to err on
the side of caution.”

The 2014 Melbourne to

Warrnambool winner will
instead spend the next few
weeks preparing for Europe’s
icy conditions.

“I will be training until
January 11, then I’m off to
Spain ahead of the racing
season, which kicks off in
France early February,” he
said.

“It will be quite a shock
going to a sub-10 degrees Fah-
renheit, but I’m looking for-
ward to it.”

Kent-Spark said training in
all weather was part of
professional cycling.

“My body doesn’t put up a
fight unless the weather is

super-extreme,” he said. “It’s
not always balmy; most racing
is in filthy weather. Those cold
days push you mentally and
physically.”

He said he would wear his
St Christopher medal, a gift
from his parents, and a cross
from his grandfather.

“It’s something small, and,
to some people, not very sig-
nificant, but it makes a differ-
ence to me,” he said.

On Tuesday, he added jun-
ior coaching to his impressive
list of cycling successes when
he gave the younger members
of the Geelong Cycling Club a
tutorial at the Belmont track.
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Oliver Kent-Spark to miss Australian new-year events 

Oliver Kent-Spark during his coaching session with Geelong 
Cycling Club juniors before he heads off to Spain.

Brothers 
offer time 
to be race 
volunteers

wear on the day and keep as a 
memento.

Details: cadelevansgreat
oceanroadrace.com.au/
the-event/volunteers/. 
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READY TO ROLL: Phil and Dave Robinson will again volunteer for the Cadel Evans Great Ocean Road Race. Picture: PAUL ROBINSON


