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Drunken crash stole
Accused drank bottle 
of liqueur before driving
ANTHEA CANNON

A HAMLYN Heights driver,
who hit and killed a father of
five on Christmas Day 2012,
had drunk a whole bottle of li-
queur before he got behind the
wheel, the County Court has
heard.

Anthony Charles Davis, 38,
yesterday pleaded guilty to
culpable driving causing death
and reckless conduct endan-
gering serious injury.

Prosecutor Ray Gibson said
Davis had been drinking for
four hours before he set off for
a friend’s house.

At the intersection of Bal-
larat and Anakie roads, Davis
travelled across the left hand
slip lane, missed the turn and
collided with a sign before
crushing Raza Hussain and his
taxi against a family of five’s
car that were both stopped at
the traffic lights on Anakie Rd.

Mr Hussain, from Bell Park,
who escaped Pakistan to start a
new life in Australia with his
family, died at the scene.

The Chapman family in the
second vehicle was taken to
hospital with minor injuries.

Mr Gibson said Davis’s in-
itial breath test at the scene
was 0.187 and 0.124 in a blood
test taken more than five hours
later.

He said a medical expert,
who analysed the samples con-
cluded Davis’s minimum blood
alcohol within minutes of the
crash would have been 0.161
and that he would have been
“incapable of having proper
control”.

The court heard collision
reconstruction police deter-
mined Davis hit Mr Hussain at
89km/h — “some 50m” after
he began leaving skid marks
on the road, while airbag de-
ployment data had him travel-
ling at almost 100km/h in the
seconds before. 

Fiona Chapman, the driver
of the second stationary ve-
hicle, told police her two

daughters were screaming and
crying and she had to climb
over the console to get out of
her crushed car.

Mr Gibson said witnesses
who spoke to Davis after the
crash noted he was sitting back
with his hands behind his head,
abusive to those to tried to help
and strongly smelt of alcohol.

Sam Norton, for Davis, said
his client had no prior convic-
tions and had a troubled rela-
tionship with his family. 

In a letter of apology to the
Raza family, Davis said: “I can-
not put in to words how sorry I
am ... if I had words, they could
not possibly be enough”.

“It’s true remorse, pure re-
morse, he’s sorry for what has
occurred, not for himself,” Mr
Norton said.

Davis’s friend told the court
Davis was “probably the nicest
man you’re ever likely to
meet”, “set the standard” at his
former workplace and was
“devastated” about what he
had done.

Judge Frances Hogan said
Davis had “surrendered to his
fate” by quitting his job, selling
his flat and giving his pet dog
to a friend in the lead up to the
case.

“He’s been shunned by
many as a consequence of his
actions,” she said.

Judge Hogan accepted that
Davis’s life was “riddled with
anxiety” before the accident as
a result of caring for his un-
grateful mother and breaking
up with his long-term partner.

Davis will be sentenced
next week.

Raza Hussain came to Australia to give his 
family a new life but died in his taxi on 
Christmas Day, 2012.

‘I cannot put in to 
words how sorry I 

am ... if I had 
words, they could 

not possibly be 
enough.’
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a father, court hears

IT was a child’s story of 
enjoying a day out with 
her father that turned a 
trickle into a tide.

Seven-year-old’s 
Wajeeha Raza’s simple 
description of her joy at 
visiting Luna Park with 
her dad and how he made 
her feel special by taking 
her out for ice-cream, 
choked Prosecutor Ray 
Gibson’s voice as he read 
her victim impact 
statement.

When sister Ume, 12,
wrote of her love for her 
dad, the tears became 

unstoppable and the 
court took an early lunch.

Raza Hussain was 
never coming back, could 
never be replaced and no 
sentence for his killer 
would ever make it right.

His dreams of a better
future for his wife and 
children — the product of 
his years of hard work — 
appear hollow without 
his guiding light and in 
the face of the 
heartbreaking reality 
that he survived 
persecution in war-torn 
Pakistan only to lose his 

life while stopped at a 
traffic light in ‘’the lucky 
country’’.

From the dock the 
tears also flowed.

As is too often the case
with culpable driving, 
Anthony Charles Davis’ 
life as an otherwise law-
abiding and successful 
citizen, had been forever 
changed when he made 
the decision to drive 
while drunk on Christmas 
Day in 2012.

Davis’ lawyer Sam 
Norton said his client had 
urged him to explain that 

Davis’ tears were not for 
himself, nor his situation, 
but his grief at the Raza’s 
loss.

He did not want 
sympathy and the court 
heard how he rejected 
treatment for his anxiety 
and post traumatic stress 
believing his suffering 
was part of his 
punishment. He told 
people he wished it had 
been him instead of Mr 
Hussain and knew he 
would have to live with 
what he’d done for the 
rest of his life.

‘My dad loved me, I 
loved him even more’ 

A floral tribute at the scene of the fatal crash.

Lives forever changed on fateful day

THE overwhelming grief of a
life cut short and a family left
behind were laid bare in the
courtroom yesterday.

Bell Park father-of-five
Raza Hussain was portrayed as
a loving husband and tireless
father by those whose only
wish was to have more time
with him.

Mr Hussain’s 12-year-old
daughter, Ume Raza, told the
court she was “furious” she had
lost the man who helped her
with her homework, took her
to Luna Park and worked
“24/7” to provide for her.

“My dad loved me and I
loved him even more,” Ume
said.

“Now I don’t have a father.
It feels like it is the end of my
life and I wish I had him back.”

Mr Hussain’s widow, Asma
Raza, told the court, after
many years of struggle, life was
looking up and that the former
teacher and journalist in Paki-
stan wanted to study to
become an interpreter and had
bought a block of land for the
family’s new home.

“Christmas Day was such a
beautiful day, then such a ter-
rible day,” Mrs Raza said.

“We were so happy playing
together and now my love is
gone, my children’s father is
gone, my income is gone.

“I feel my own life is over,
I’m only living for my children.

“I feel sad because when my
children are happy or laughing
or achieving I think where is
their father to enjoy the
moment and be proud?”

Mrs Raza said she struggled
to give her children the atten-
tion they deserved and worried
about their safety.

She said as the Australian

Government had knocked
back a visas for a family mem-
ber to come to support her,
there was a lot of pressure to
return to Pakistan and, despite
her difficult financial circum-
stances, she felt it was her duty
to continue to support his
extended family there.

Muhammad Raza, 12, told
the court he missed talking,
playing and studying with his
father, who made school and
life “so interesting”.

“The day my dad died I felt
like everything was over. For a
long time all I saw was him in
my head,” Muhammad said.

“He was teaching me how
to make the right decisions in
life. He had a lot of faith in me
and now I worry I might not
succeed in things.”

Julie Riley, an Asylum
Seeker Resource Centre vol-
unteer, told the court she still
treasured the photos of the
family enjoying their first Aus-
tralian Christmas only hours
before the crash.

“It was a day full of hope for
a bright future,” Ms Riley said.

She said she tried to talk Mr
Hussain out of going to work
that day and lamented the
“terrible irony” of Mr Hussain
escaping Pakistan only to be
killed “in peaceful Geelong”.

She said she put her life on
hold to help the family with
TAC claims, citizenship, hous-
ing, Centrelink and “the over-
whelming task of getting out of
bed every day”.

Greg Chapman, the passen-
ger in the taxi, told the court
the noise and the scene would
never leave his mind.

“I know we are lucky to
have survived and I will never
forget this,” Mr Chapman said.
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