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STILL SCARRED:
Helena Pavlovic 
reflects on the 
long journey for 
justice.
Picture: 

PETER RISTEVSKI

Sharks victims again as thieves strike
phones and wallets allegedly
stolen during an away game at
Highton Reserve on Saturday.

Coach Ben Knight, Justin
Tarr and Matt Robbins re-
turned to their bags at the tea
break against Alexander
Thomson to find their valu-
ables missing.

Play was delayed for about
20 minutes to allow the players
to cancel their credit cards.

Knight has contacted police
and the club is urging anyone
with information to come for-
ward. About $300 in cash was
discovered missing, Manifold
Heights president Darren Tay-
lor said.

Alexander Thomson pres-
ident Stuart Helwig said it was
the first time he could remem-
ber such an incident happen-
ing at his club’s home ground.

He said the Vikings had also
been victims of similar inci-
dents at other grounds in Gee-
long over the past year.

On February 22, the biggest
day in Manifold Heights’ his-
tory was allegedly the target of
sabotage when an overnight
attack on the wicket washed
out a season-defining match
and marred their 30-year
reunion.

NICK WADE

CURSED  luck is following
Manifold Heights Cricket Club
after the Sharks were again
victims of suspicious activity at
the weekend.

One week after the club’s
home ground was the target of
an overnight pitch flooding,
three first XI players had their

Justice
after
25-year
battle

“He took a knife from the
knife block and heated it with a
cigarette lighter until it glowed
red and told me I was going to
die. He held it to my throat and
I could smell my flesh burning,
it was a serrated knife and I
had a cut about a half a centi-
metre deep.

“I didn’t think I would see
sunlight.”

Curypko then smashed all
the bottles and formula for his
screaming newborn daughter
before throwing her on the
couch, Judge Morrish said.

Ms Pavlovic spent four days
in hospital, had her jaw wired
shut for three months and still
bears the scars from the as-
sault, the court heard.

Judge Morrish read out 13
other instances where Curyp-
ko assaulted Ms Pavlovic, hos-
pitalising her numerous times
while she was pregnant, to give
context to the September 1989
attack.

She found there was no evi-
dence Curypko’s drug and al-
cohol addictions were a
contributor to the attack but
she accepted he had substance
problems, which he had now
turned around.

The court heard Curypko,
himself a child victim of dom-
estic violence, had no memory
of ever assaulting Ms Pavlovic
during their 1987 — 1990 rela-
tionship.

Judge Morrish questioned
the legitimacy of Curypko’s
“vague memory” but agreed
with his self-assessment that
he was “immature, stupid and
self absorbed” at the time.

Curypko must serve a mini-
mum 2½ years before becom-
ing eligible for parole.

ANTHEA CANNON

A 25-YEAR fight for justice
yesterday saw a former Gee-
long man jailed for a horrific
10-hour attack against his girl-
friend, which left her wishing
for death.

David Mark Curypko, 43, of
Adelaide, was yesterday sen-
tenced to five years jail for
shattering girlfriend Helena
Pavlovic’s jaw, slitting her
throat, attempting to drown
her and breaking all but six of
her teeth in 1989.

Curypko originally faced 48
charges from at least 16 occa-
sions during their near-four
year relationship but last year
pleaded guilty to one count of
intentionally causing serious
injury covering the September
17, 1989 ordeal.

County Court Judge Jean-
ette Morrish said the then 18-
year-old Ms Pavlovic had only
just given birth to the couple’s
daughter when he unleashed
his “brutal and vicious” assault
at their Belmont home.

“He threw me to the
ground, made me headbutt the
stereo, put his knees on my
forearms and bashed me to the
head and body causing my jaw
to break,” Judge Morrish read
from Ms Pavlovic’s statement.

“He bashed me with a base-
ball bat, a vacuum cleaner pole,
smashed vases over my head,
pushed my head into concrete
walls.

“He dragged me to the bath-
room and held my head up to
the mirror telling me I was
nothing and held my face in the
toilet water repeatedly   . . . it
just went on and on.

Paddler nearly there
TORQUAY board pad-
dler Zeb Walsh finally has 
the finish line in sight 
after battling treacherous 
ocean conditions on his 
paddle from Victoria to 
Tasmania. 

Mr Walsh, 31, paddled
from Settlement Point on 
Flinders Island to Cape 
Barren Island yesterday. 

If conditions are fav-
ourable Mr Walsh, along 
with fellow world champi-
on paddlers Brad Gaul 
and Jack Bark, will paddle 
to Clarke Island today be-
fore completing the final 
gruelling leg to Cape Port-
land in Tasmania. They 
are expected to arrive in 
the next 48-72 hours. 

EX-GEELONG MAN JAILED FOR BRUTAL ATTACK

Domestic violence ‘is not acceptable’
would be making those 
statements again more than 
10 years later after the police 
file, with all her hospital 
charts and witness 
statements, was lost and the 
case bounced from one 
informant to another.

“I always had faith a judge
would see he (Curypko) 
needs to be accountable for 
his actions,” Ms Pavlovic 
said.

“I want the general public
to know it doesn’t matter how 
long you’ve gotten away with 
it for, you will get caught.

“And if one woman reads
it and has the courage to 
leave I’m happy because 
domestic violence is still 
continuing and it’s not 
acceptable.”

Ms Pavlovic said writing
her emotional 19-page victim 

impact statement allowed her 
to find her voice after years of 
being silenced by fear.

“I lost all sense of self-
worth,” she said.

“I was ashamed then and I
am ashamed now.

“It’s still as raw today 
because I’ve been in survival 
mode, I pushed it away.

“The scars are a constant
reminder, I look in the mirror 
and all those assaults stare 
back at me.”

Ms Pavlovic said she was
“rapt” with yesterday’s 
sentence and would now 
await a response from the 
chief commissioner of police 
about the mishandling of the 
case.

“I’ve got the rest of my life
to live, and now I can start 
putting the pieces back 
together,” she said.

ANTHEA CANNON

AFTER 25 years part of the 
journey is over for Helena 
Pavlovic, but she still 
struggles to wake up from the 
nightmare.

Ms Pavlovic was 16 when
she first started dated David 
Mark Curypko, 43, and the 
violence began within three 
months.

“He said I had no one and I
believed him, I was afraid to 
be with him and afraid to be 
without him,” she said.

“I really thought I was the
only one (in that situation).”

Ms Pavlovic told the 
Geelong Advertiser yesterday 
that during the September 17, 
1989 assault she would wake 
from unconsciousness to 
more beatings.

“The scars are a 
constant reminder, I 

look in the mirror 
and all those 

assaults stare back 
at me”

H E L E N A  P A V L O V I C

“I wanted to die that 
night,” she said.

Together with her baby 
daughter, Ms Pavlovic 
eventually fled and in 1992 
filed a police report against 
her tormentor, detailing the 
broken ribs, broken jaw, 
broken teeth, stab marks, 
cuts, bruises and near 
miscarriages.

Little did she know she 
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