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A TENANT who sued because
a faulty toilet seat drove him
potty has been awarded almost
$1000 compensation by a tri-
bunal

But budding actor Riley
Nottingham’s rage against the
latrine isn’t over — he’s still
trying to flush out the land-
lords to collect his dunny
money.

In claims to the Victorian
Civil and Administrative
Tribunal, he alleged the toilet
seat at the one-bedroom Ken-
sington rental property was so
badly cracked it cut skin and
drew blood.

Mr Nottingham, 23, said he
was so embarrassed by the loo
he asked some visitors to use a
nearby public toilet. “I couldn’t
have girls over,” he says. “We
had to put wads of paper over
the crack, it was a pain.

“It wasn’t a life-or-death
problem, but when you’re pay-
ing good rent, it gets to you.”

A replacement seat fitted
after more than a dozen emails
and a complaint to Consumer
Affairs Victoria offered no
relief: it was too small for the
designer porcelain bowl.

Seeking to put a lid on the
loo blue, the star of web-based
show We Are Darren And Riley
launched tribunal action.

VCAT member Jessica
Klingender found in his
favour, noting the problems
“made the daily requirement of
sitting on the toilet incon-
venient, uncomfortable, poten-
tially painful and unhygienic”.

She wrote in her decision:
“A toilet is a necessity. While I
accept that the landlords did
make some efforts ... the tenant
was without a properly func-
tioning toilet seat for a period
of some months.”

VCAT ordered landlords
Kim Wah Yong and Heng Lai
Liu to pay $933.57. Things got
bogged down when the actor
sought to register the debt with
the Magistrates’ Court because
he can’t find an Australian
address for the landlords. 

“I’ve got the order, but I
can’t enforce it. It seems ridicu-
lous,” said Mr Nottingham.

Having taken advice from
lawyer Gemma Cafarella at
Footscray Community Legal
Centre, he is contemplating his
next steps.

Ms Cafarella said the case
highlighted systemic problems

for tenants trying to enforce
claims against landlords. “The
system really is stacked against
the tenant,” she said.

Hodges Caulfield director
Alex Flamm said the Privacy
Act prevented agents disclos-
ing landlord details, but his
staff had passed on contact
details for the owners’ lawyers.

Mr Nottingham has since
moved in with a mate in Yarra-
ville, and believes the Kensing-
ton property has been sold. 

And he is now blissfully
using a crack-free seat. 
fiona.hudson@ news.com.au
Twitter: @Fiona_HS
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Heat turned up as Pie starts to crumble
HIGH-profile investors are
eating humble pie after the col-
lapse of one of Australia’s first
fast-food chain exports that
had promised to take an Aussie
food favourite to the world. 

The crumbling of pastry
chain Pie Face could see hun-
dreds of Victorians sacked
from as early as next month.

The business went into vol-
untary administration, and
franchisees were called to an
emergency meeting yesterday.

Sources say the business,
founded in 2003, had suffered
from “aggressive growth” that
saw 78 stores open across Aus-
tralia and 180 planned globally.

But last month the business
was forced to retreat from its
lofty ambitions, closing six of
its seven New York stores. 

The Herald Sun has been
told store owners received a

letter on Friday telling them
Pie Face founder Wayne
Homschek, a former Citigroup
banker, had appointed Jirsch
Sutherland as administrators.

Emotions were high during
an online phone hook-up with
managers and franchisees
across the country at 3pm yes-
terday, but the meeting failed

to allay concerns about immi-
nent shutdowns. Owners were
told struggling company-
owned sites — about a third of
the Australian-based stores —
would likely be the first to go.

“These are mum and dad
owners — this is their liveli-
hoods on the line,” one person
said after the meeting.

“The mood was shock and
uncertainty for the future.” 

The administrators did not
return the Herald Sun’s calls. 

ANDREA HAMBLIN 
AND ELI GREENBLAT

LOW-KEY BLISS FOR PERKINS
OLYMPIC champion Kieren 
Perkins’ second marriage 
was always going to be a low-
key affair.

The former dual gold 
medallist wed banking 
colleague Karen Davis in the 
Italian coastal village of 
Positano a month ago.

“We felt that as it was the
second time around for both 
of us, there was no need to 
make it a big palaver,” he told 
New Idea magazine. 
CONFIDENTIAL, PAGES 18-19 Perkins and new wife Karen.

Victim 
signed 
petition
MARK BUTTLER

MURDERED mother Kylie
Blackwood had joined a cam-
paign against the kind of viol-
ent crime that ended her life, it
has been revealed.

Mrs Blackwood signed a
petition pushing for an in-
crease in jail sentences for peo-
ple convicted of murder,
manslaughter, rape, and offen-
ces against children.

The petition was started by
local man Greg Wright after
the 2012 murder of Jill Meagh-
er at Brunswick.

Mrs Blackwood signed it in
July last year.

A fortnight later she was
slain at her Pakenham home.

Mr Wright, of Beaconsfield,
came across her signature as
he reviewed the 2000 support-
ive names he had collected.

“I was horrified when I re-
alised it was her signature,” Mr
Wright said.

“I just looked at it and re-
looked at it. How ironic for her
to be signing this, and then two
weeks later she is found dead
in her own home.”

Mr Wright said he believed
harsher penalties for those re-
sponsible for violent crimes
would discourage others.

He said those in jail for such
offences should “should lose
more of their rights”.

The petition was handed to
the office of Victorian At-
torney-General Robert Clark
earlier this month.

The homicide squad is con-
tinuing to investigate the death
of Mrs Blackwood, who was
found dead by family members
at the McCaffery Rise property
on August 1.

They believe a man de-
scribed as being of caucasian
appearance, 175cm tall, of me-
dium build and aged 20 to 30
can help with their inquiries.

Anyone with information
can contact Crime Stoppers on
1800 333 000 or the website,
www.crimestoppers.com.au.
TOP COPS UNITE, PAGE 15

Kylie Louise Blackwood

Rearguard
action

Riley Nottingham has 
lifted the lid on his 
rights as a tenant, 
and won.
Picture: 
TONY GOUGH

Pain in 
the butt  

forced 
loo legal 

fight
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A FORMER head waiter at
celebrity chef Guy Grossi’s
flagship Melbourne restaurant
is seeking up to $500,000 com-
pensation over claims he was
unfairly knifed from his role.

Cosimo Tedesco claims in
tribunal documents he was
scrapped as the maître d’ at
fine diner Grossi Florentino
after it underwent renovations,
with Mr Grossi allegedly say-
ing he wanted someone
“young and strong” to front the
new-look restaurant.

Mr Tedesco, who had
worked for the Grossi empire
for about 15 years, claims he
was demoted to an assistant
manager role with less cus-
tomer contact. He alleges
about a week into this new
role, he approached the chef
about working under a youn-
ger manager, and asked for his
old job back.

“Guy was not happy about
this suggestion and said it was
not possible and stated, ‘You
are not good enough to do this
job. You are lazy and incom-
petent’,” Mr Tedesco says in
tribunal document.

“I was upset ... and he, notic-
ing I was upset, then tried to
provoke me by saying ‘Do you
want to punch me?’.”

Mr Tedesco maintains in
tribunal documents that he
was a good employee, and had
recently received a Vespa
scooter from the company as a
work vehicle “as a reward for
doing such a great job”.

He claims he had a strong

rapport with regular custom-
ers, and was integral to the res-
taurant’s reputation as one of
Melbourne’s finest.

Mr Tedesco has launched a
claim at the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal
against Mr Grossi personally
and the company that owns
the restaurant, alleging age-
based discrimination.

Mr Grossi is yet to file a for-
mal defence but has previously
vowed to vigorously fight the
claims against him and cat-
egorically denied any sugges-
tion of discrimination.

A mediation session is
scheduled for February. If it
fails, a hearing in June could
last about 10 days and include
about 20 witnesses.
fiona.hudson@news.com.au

Grossi
punch 
claim 

in suit
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At last, Lucas is going home
LUCAS Whitelegg is finally
ready to embrace the world
with both arms after spending
10 months with his entire body
paralysed by botulism.

Three days after celebrating
his first birthday, Lucas will
today wave goodbye to the
Monash Children’s Hospital
staff who helped him through
241 days in intensive care and
the gradual return of his
movement from the pure form
of Botox.

For Lucas’ mother Bree
Bailey it will mark the end of
nightmare that began when he
was 8 1/2 weeks old and
ingested a spore that sprouted
botulism in his belly, which
then spread through his
bloodstream and paralysed his
entire body.

“I am really excited about

introducing him to the world,”
Ms Bailey said.

“A child in hospital for 10
months doesn’t get to see a lot
of sunshine or what is going on
outside these four walls, so I
am so excited about the small
things like taking him to the
beach or down the river.

“I get to take my baby home
and I get to grow old with him,
and I get to experience so
many wonderful things with
him.”

With home being 650km
away in Mildura, one of the
most important things for
Lucas will be spending family
time with his father Andrew
and brothers Zach, 10, and
Ryley, 8.

One of only 13 cases of

botulism in Victoria in
the last five years,
doctors had to retrieve
a $100,000 antitoxin
from the US to save
Lucas and then wait
for the paralysis to
wear off.

It was weeks before
Lucas could even
open his eyes, three
months before his
fingers and toes
wiggled, and eight
months before his
lungs and diaphragm freed up
allowing him to breath without
a ventilator.

“He is rolling to his side, but
will need extensive physio,
occupational therapy, speech
therapy to catch up a little bit.
But, once he meets those
milestones, he will be like

everybody else,” she said.
Having been overwhelmed

by the support of their
community as well as the
medical staff, Lucas’ family
have now established the
Lucas Foundation to support
other families through
unforeseen circumstances.

GRANT MCARTHUR
Cosimo Tedesco

Guy Grossi

BANANAS GO 
LIKE CRAZY
POLICE in Germany have 
seized a large haul of cocaine 
after smugglers apparently 
sent it to supermarkets by 
mistake.

Workers at five stores in
and around Berlin were 
surprised to find 140kg of 
cocaine in crates of bananas.

Police spokesman Olaf 
Schremm said the smugglers 
had probably made “a 
logistical mistake’’.

MINOGUE IN 
TOP FORM
KYLIE Minogue has wowed 
an exclusive crowd at the 
Qantas Spirit of Australia 
party in Los Angeles for the 
G’Day USA celebration.

She performed in front of
fellow Aussies including 
Daniel MacPherson, Jacki 
Weaver, Jessica McNamee, 
Joel Edgerton, Matt Le 
Nevez, Tina Arena and Zoe 
Ventura.
PICTURES: CONFIDENTIAL PAGE 26

Five bodies found near Games site
RUSSIA has launched a coun-
ter-terror operation after five
bullet-riddled bodies were
found in a southern region
bordering Winter Olympics
host Sochi, less than a month
before the start of the Games.

Two districts in the Stavro-
pol region were placed on high
alert after the bodies were
found in four cars, one of them
apparently booby-trapped, on
Wednesday, Interfax news
agency quoted the FSB secur-

ity service as saying. As police
examined one of the cars,
which contained the body of a
local resident who had been
shot in the head, an improvised
explosive device (IED) went
off in a nearby ditch, with no
injuries. Officers then defused
another device nearby.

A security source told Inter-
fax the two devices were
packed with small metal ele-
ments such as screws to cause
maximum injury and resem-

bled those previously used by
insurgents in southern Russia.
Two other bodies were ident-
ified as local taxi drivers and
were found in the back seat
and boot of their cars. The re-
maining two bodies were
found close to a parked car, In-
terfax cited the FSB as saying.

The Investigative Commit-
tee, which probes major crimi-
nal cases in Russia, opened
investigations into murder,
arms trafficking and attempts

on the lives of law enforcement
officials. Stavropol borders
Krasnodar, where the Black
Sea resort of Sochi is located.

Russia on Tuesday
launched the largest security
operation in Olympic history,
a month before the Winter
Games start on February 6.

An Australian Olympic
Committee spokesman de-
clined to comment last night.
LATEST OVERNIGHT NEWS:
HERALDSUN.COM.AU 

Bree and Lucas 
Whitelegg are 
looking forward to 
getting home and 
(below) with dad 
Andrew when 
Lucas was still sick.
Pictures: 
DAVID CAIRD
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THE 
BEADED 
DRESS 
THAT LOST 
ITS LUSTRE
JADE  
CURTAIN
24, NURSE 
Married: Jason
Wedding: March 
2013
Dress: Mariana 
Hardwick, “Femme 
Fatale” beaded silk 
gown, low-cut back, 
beaded cap sleeves
Dress cost: $5000
Damage: Some 
beads turned cloudy 
and chipped, and 
pulls in fabric
Compensation 
sought: $4652
Hearing: December 
19, 2013 
Case outcome: 
Earlier case against 
dry-cleaner was 
struck out. Settled 
pre-hearing with 
Mariana Hardwick, 
who agreed to 
replace beads but 
not the fabric 
Dry-cleaner: Pristine 
Drycleaners, Bendigo
What the 
dressmaker says: 
“We have sold many 
of this particular style 
and have multiple 
samples of it in store 
that have been dry 
cleaned multiple 
times with absolutely 
no problems.” 
What the dry-
cleaner says: “The 
fault lies with the 
beading and sequins 
which, in turn, 
caused damage to 
the material.”
What the bride 
says: “Unfortunately 
this has already 
tarnished my special 
memories. I just want 
to move on.”
Picture:  
TERRI BASTEN

BRIDAL FROWNS
Two brides go to court in a steamy row over  

dry-cleaning wedding gowns after their big day

Married: Jake
Wedding: May 2012, in 
Noosa
Dress: Pallas Couture 
silk gown with fine petal 
detail
Dry-cleaner: Mitts 
Quality Drycleaners, 
Geelong West
Dress cost: About 
$6000
Damage: Petals 
disintegrated
Compensation sought: 
Cost of repairs, cleaning 
fee waived
Hearing: January 7, 
2013
Case outcome: Settled 
pre-hearing with Pallas 
Couture, which agreed 
to do repairs. Tribunal 
ordered dry-cleaner to 
return dress and waive 
cleaning fee 

What the dressmaker 
says: “The garment was 
labelled correctly. We 
were not at fault.”
What the dry-
cleaner says: 
“We followed the 
instructions on 
the label.”
What the 
bride says: 
“My advice for 
brides is to 
ensure they 
choose a dry- 
cleaner that 
they trust and 
don’t hesitate 
to ask about 
the cleaning 
process.” 

Picture:  
FOCUS 
FILMS

THE PETAL DRESS THAT WILTED
AMANDA HERMANS 27, TEACHER

BRIDES Jade Curtain and
Amanda Hermans imagined
their designer wedding dress-
es would be much like their
husbands — something to
have and to hold forever.

But when each took her
dream gown for dry-cleaning,
their love for the frocks be-
came a matter of “for better,
for worse”.

Delicate petals on Aman-
da’s dress from Pallas Couture
— one of Australia’s top bridal
ateliers — had disintegrated
during cleaning, ruining the
custom-made creation.

And Jade’s once-perfect
“Femme Fatale” outfit from
leading design house Mariana
Hardwick came back from the
cleaner with cloudy and
chipped beads, and pulls and
damage to the bodice silk.

Both cleaners denied any
fault and insisted they’d closely
followed the care instructions
on the labels. Similarly, both 
dressmakers denied liability. 

Keen to restore their frocks
to their former glory, the two
brides recently launched sep-
arate tribunal claims against
the respective cleaners and
couturiers, seeking compen-

sation and repairs. Teacher
Amanda, who cried when she
heard of the damage to her
$6000 dress, was so intent on
justice she and her husband
travelled from South Austra-
lia, where they now live, for
this week’s hearing.

She told the Victorian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal
that renowned Sydney label
Pallas Couture had been “em-
pathetic” and agreed on the
eve of the hearing to replace
the damaged petals.

In the absence of a rep-
resentative from Mitts Quality
Drycleaners in Geelong West,
the tribunal ordered that busi-
ness to return the dress and
waive the cleaning fee.

Contacted afterwards,
Steve Hyland of Mitts said his
shop had followed the instruc-
tions on the label: “That’s all
you can do.”

Pallas Couture design di-
rector Joy Morris maintained
the gown had carried the cor-
rect care label. She said brides
generally needed to be re-
alistic about the likely out-
come of dry-cleaning.

“Gowns now are ... very
high-fashion items. They are
made to look, on the day, out-
standing. Quite often they are
too fragile to go through
mainstream dry-cleaning,”
Ms Morris said.

Nurse Jade’s tribunal ac-
tion against Pristine Dry-
cleaners in Bendigo was
struck out. The file includes
an independent laboratory re-
port which, based on micro-
scopic analysis of the affected
beads, concluded the prob-
lems weren’t caused by the
cleaning process.

Jade’s other tribunal ac-
tion, against Mariana Hard-
wick, was settled on the eve of
a scheduled hearing in late
December, with staff agreeing
to repair the damaged
beads. Jade said she just
wanted her dress fixed.

“It has tarnished a
lot of my memories,”
she said. “My rec-
ommendation to other
brides would be to go
along with the drycleaner
that the dressmaker or
manufacturer suggests.”
fiona.hudson @news.com.au
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Lemur
Island

New at Melbourne Zoo!

Visit us these school holidays!

Get up close to Ring-tailed Lemurs at our new walk-though 

Lemur Island exhibit! Venture through misty rainforest tunnels, 

along elevated boardwalks, and climb into tree-houses to 

discover the world of our lemurs. 

Free with general admission.

*Free admission for children under 16 on weekends, Victorian 

Government school holidays (21 Dec 2013 – 27 Jan 2014) and 

public holidays.

1300 966 784

www.zoo.org.au

KIDS ARE FREE! *
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