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Baby papers in your hands 

BANNED bookmaker Simon
Beasley’s planned return to the
rails has hit a hurdle, with
Victoria’s gambling watchdog
refusing to register him.

The former Footscray foot-
ball champion now faces a
legal battle to re-enter the
betting ring despite serving a
four-year disqualification and
paying a $50,000 fine.

Officials from the Victorian
Commission for Gambling and
Liquor Regulation recently re-

jected his application for regis-
tration, saying they were not
satisfied he was of good repute.

Mr Beasley is appealing the
decision, and a tribunal hear-
ing is listed for next month.

Once king of Melbourne’s
betting ring, Mr Beasley was
rubbed out of the industry after
an inquiry found he’d failed to
record 1598 bets, totalling
$3.8 million in turnover.

Documents lodged with

VCAT reveal commission in-
vestigators were not satisfied
he appreciated the seriousness
of his offences when they in-
terviewed him about his poss-
ible return to the rails.

“Having regard to the his-
tory of dishonesty offences of
the applicant, the nature of the
offences, and the attitude of
the applicant towards those of-
fences … the delegate is not
satisfied that the applicant is of

good repute,” the decision let-
ter says.

The tribunal file includes a
transcript of an interview with
Mr Beasley by investigators.

His application was for a
partial licence. He told investi-
gators he wanted to assist an-
other licensed bookmaker. 

Describing the investiga-
tion which led to his ban as a
“witch hunt”, Mr Beasley said:
“They sort of went after me

and I just sort of didn’t really
understand the rationale be-
hind it all.”

In the interview transcript,
Mr Beasley also claims cham-
pion jockey Damien Oliver —
banned for 10 months on two
charges relating to an illegal
$10,000 bet — got off lightly
compared to him.

“I think ... he committed the
ultimate sin and I was very sur-
prised he was only penalised

‘I’ve served my time’ 
Banned bookie fights for return to betting ringFIONA HUDSON the way he was,” he said. Mr

Beasley told investigators he
regretted what had happened,
but still had plenty to offer the
racing industry.

“I’ve served my time. I’ve
certainly learned my lessons in
terms of doing things by the
book,” he told investigators.
“I’ll play with a very straight
bat, by the rules, do the right
thing and I think I can be a
benefit for bookmakers gener-
ally and ... try and help them get
on the right side of the ledger.” 
fiona.hudson@news.com.au

Cast your vote for 
which birth 

certificate you 
prefer at 

heraldsun.com.au

VICTORIANS will have the 
chance to vote on the design 
of a new commemorative 
birth certificate for the 
newest members of our state.

Four certificates have 
been short-listed from 
creative designs submitted by 
budding artists.

Parents currently have 
eight designs to choose from. 
The new certificate will be 
available for the next decade.

The four short-listed 
designs incorporate colourful 
street scenes, native animals 
and earthy tones.

Victorian Registry of 
Births, Deaths and Marriage 
director and registrar Erin 
Keleher said most of the 
current designs were more 
than 20 years old.

“We recognise the 
significance of these life 
events and the importance of 
the commemorative birth 
certificate and we thought 
the design competition would 
be a great way of involving 
the community,” Ms Keleher 
said.

The registry received 
about 30 submissions.

The winning certificate 
will be announced in late 
February, and the winning 
designer will receive $3000.

The new certificate is 
expected to be available for 
babies born from July 2014.
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partner Neil Prentice fearful
that a child jigging to their vin-
tage jukebox could be enough
to jeopardise their permit.

And their plans for cos-
tumed dancers jiving to ’50s
and ’60s rock tunes as diners
enjoyed hamburgers and
shakes were certainly out of
step with the council’s ruling.

The food veterans mounted
tribunal action challenging the
“draconian” dance ban, and
also another condition that
effectively banned any noise at
all leaking from the building.

Their lawyer Greg Tobin, of
Harwood Andrews, said Mr

A DANCING ban that threat-
ened to foil a celebrity chef’s
rock’n’roll-themed restaurant
has been relaxed after some
fancy legal footwork.

Television cook Iain Hewit-
son had hit movie Grease in
mind when he opened his
1950s-style Big Huey’s Diner
— but an oppressive council
ruling made it more akin to
Footloose.

City of Port Phillip planners
imposed a ban on all dancing
at the venue, which is opposite
bustling South Melbourne
market, in a bid to protect
neighbours from noise. 

The strict condition left chef
Hewitson and his business

Banks test voice, 
facial recognition
THE sound of a caller’s voice
and the shape of their eyes
could soon allow them access
to their bank account.

Some of the nation’s major
banks are developing voice
and facial recognition tech-
nology to identify customers.

Financial institutions are
looking at deploying biomet-
rics for customers to help them
do simple things, including
opening an account, being rec-
ognised at a branch or using
an ATM. 

The Biometrics Institute’s
technical panel chair Ted Dun-
stone said speaker authenti-
cation was a good way to help

prevent fraudsters accessing
customer accounts and he ex-
pected it to become common-
place in Australia within the
next few years. 

“It provides stronger auth-
entication over the phone,’’ Dr
Dunstone said. “It matches
your voice print to make sure
you sound like you should
sound.

“When you call up, you will
be asked to say a pass phrase or
provide some answers to some
basic questions and the results
of those answers will be
checked against your voice.”

SOPHIE ELSWORTH

Learning bub’s sex 
is a sweet surprise
THE latest parenting craze has
hit Melbourne, with some ex-
pectant parents discovering
the sex of their baby with a
“gender reveal” cake.

Nikos Quality Cakes in
Oakleigh is one of the first to
offer a service where expectant
parents hand over sealed ultra-
sound results to decorators,
who colour the inside of the
cake pink or blue.

Some people choose to have
blue or pink Smarties spill out
of the cake when it is cut.

Nikos Quality Cakes owner
Tass Poupouzas said she came
across the idea when she visi-
ted London about a year ago.

“It’s a beautiful way of let-
ting people know — and find-
ing out yourselves — the
gender of your baby,” Ms Pou-
pouzas said.

Wyndham Vale couple
Daniela and Andrew Esposito
were the first customers to
order one of the special cakes.

She gave birth to daughter
Liliana in April and did not
know the gender of her baby
until she and husband Andrew
sliced the cake in front of fam-
ily at a December gathering.

“It was the loveliest sur-
prise,” Mrs Esposito said.

EMILY WEBB

ELLEN ‘POOR 
ROLE MODEL’
A PENNSYLVANIAN 
Catholic school principal has 
apologised for creating an 
invitation to an Oscars-
themed event featuring a 
photo of Ellen DeGeneres. 

Nancy Matteo says openly
gay DeGeneres, who is 
married to Portia de Rossi 
(above), is a poor role model.

FERGIE SELLS 
TOP DROPS
WINES from the private 
collection of legendary 
former Manchester United 
manager Alex Ferguson 
(above) sold for $3.87 million 
at an auction in Hong Kong.

The wines being auctioned
— around 5000 from his 
collection — are worth an 
estimated $5 million in total.

Happy days 
for Big Huey 

WIN ALLOWS BURGER DINER TO ROCK WITH ITS ROLLS

Retro enthusiast Beatrix will be 
able to swing at the diner run by 
chef Iain Hewitson (right).
Picture: EUGENE HYLAND

FIONA HUDSON Hewitson and Mr Prentice
were industry stalwarts in Mel-
bourne who knew how to man-
age venues responsibly.

Mr Tobin told the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tri-
bunal the dancing ban was an
“unfair level of supervision”.

But an urban planner acting
for the City of Port Phillip said
strict conditions were necess-
ary to ensure that the venue
operated “in the appropriate
manner”.

VCAT senior member Mar-
garet Baird said she thought
the principles the council was
pursuing were fair, but ques-
tioned whether the original
conditions were too blunt.

She ordered the two contro-
versial permit conditions be
deleted and replaced. The re-
vised rules allow dancing, but
stipulate if particularly noisy
events are held, a door leading
to a 12-seat courtyard must be
closed and locked.

Speaking after the tribunal
ruling, Mr Prentice said: “It’s
unfortunate we had to get law-
yers involved and go to the tri-
bunal but we’re glad it’s
resolved.” 
fiona.hudson@news.com.au
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