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Law Week launch 10 May 2017 
 
On behalf of the board and staff of the Victoria Law Foundation I would 

like to welcome you all to the launch of Law Week 2017.  

 

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the law on 

which we meet – their elders, past, present and future.  

 

And I would also like to thank Chief Judge Kidd and the County Court for 

generously hosting us once again in the lovely Waldron Hall tonight.  

 

My name is Joh Kirby and I am the foundation’s Executive Director and I 

will be your MC tonight. 

  

So, Welcome to Law Week.  

 

Tonight, we celebrate Law Week 2017, our 38th! Which in itself is 

staggering.  

 

38 years since a small committee got together and inspired by the 

United States Law Day decided to develop Law Week. The foundation 

has been involved since the beginning, providing $30,000 in 1980 to 

make it happen. We have been a supporter ever since and the organiser 

of this event since 2003. 

  

And while there have been 38 years of Law Week we also celebrate 

significant milestone tonight -  50 years the foundation. 50 years of 

delivering programs that help Victorians understand the law: 

• Publications 
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• School programs 

• Information sessions and debates 

And of course grants to start programs from which in many cases great 

things grow – just like our grant to Law Week. 

  

Which as it turns out has become an integral part of our critical 

community legal education program for all Victorians. A program that 

aims to engage, interest and inform the community – not only when 

faced by a crisis but throughout their lives.  

 

So, in preparing for tonight I asked myself – why Law Week? Why is it 

important? 

 

And in a way it is a no brainer.  

 

The legal system is integral to the way that as Victorians we live our 

lives. It offers protections, rights, and guidance on how to live our lives 

with each other – at its best it helps to make our society work better.  

 

If as Victorians they don’t understand it, are intimidated by it, and 

therefore unable to utilise it - then the law can’t achieve its full potential.  

 

At the foundation we strongly believe that Law Week makes a significant 

contribution to helping Victorians feel comfortable with the law. And the 

people who attend Law Week events tells us that it does – how they 

come away with a better understanding of their rights, they shift away 

from stereotypes of lawyers, judges and the courts and are better able to 

make informed decisions. 
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So, while we won’t capture everyone at this year’s event, over 38 years 

we have offered lots of opportunities, and plan to do so into the future. 

Opportunities to learn about the law, how it works and hopefully to help 

Victorians feel a bit more empowered to do something when they next 

think they might have a legal problem. Which is better than what most 

people do – nothing.  

 

So in 2017 what is on offer? Well lots! I am pleased to say that 2017 is 

bigger and better than ever.  

 

It is easy to say that, and let’s face it who has not heard that at a launch,  

But a moment of reflection. This year we have 160 events up from 100 

last year. And it is not just the number but the quality of the events this 

year is exceptional. Events that offer lots of different opportunities for all 

Victorians to challenge their view of the legal system – perhaps its 

coming to hear a lawyer sing, meet a judge, watch a mock trail, see a 

play – there is something for everyone.  

 

We have 70 event partners. Each one in their own way working to 

convey important information to Victorians but help challenge the 

perceptions, 

• Be they the judge who gives up their Saturday to appear in a mock 

trial at Courts Open Day, who is willing to engage directly with the 

community, answering questions, sharing their knowledge 

• to the lawyers from law practices across Victoria – be they private, 

community or public –  who provide information sessions on legal 

topics, or 

• the various organisations who put on debates, mock trials, plays 

and musical performance.  
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We have it all. And you can find out more on our website and in the 

printed programs that you will find around this venue along with 

information from many of our Event Partners.  

 

Law Week could not happen without our Event Partners so thank you to 

all of you who given up their time to what we think is a very important 

part of the legal calendar.  

 

And it is true also that Law Week would struggle to have the impact it 

does without the support of our sponsors. Just like the foundation 38 

years ago we are pleased to have a number of organisations as 

sponsors for Law Week 2017. 

 

Thanks to: 

Festival sponsors 
• Victoria Legal Aid 

• City of Melbourne 

• Law Institute of Victoria 

• Department of Justice and Regulation 

• Consumer Affairs Victoria 

Festival supporter 
• Victorian Ombudsman 

• Victorian Bar 

Venue partner 
• Fed Square for their support.  

 
So thank to everyone and I would like to introduce our  
 
Event 
5.45-
6.15 

String Quartet Melbourne Lawyers Orchestra 
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6.00 Event commences Attendees arrive, food and drink service commences 

6.15 Formal proceedings commence Joh Kirby (MC) Welcome to country 
general introduction and housekeeping (3 min) 
Introduces the Djirri Djirri Dance Group to perform 
the Welcome Dance 

6.18 Indigenous Welcome Dance Djirri Djirii Dance Group (5 mins) 

6.23 Joh Kirby Thanks Djirri Djirri Dance Group and introduces 
Chief Judge Kidd to officially open proceedings 

6.24 Formal Opening of Law Week 
2017 
 

Chief Judge Kidd to officially open proceedings (3 
mins) 

6.27 Joh Kirby Thanks Chief Judge Kidd and introduces Cr Jackie 
Watts 

6.28 Cr Jackie Watts  COM representative speaks for 3 mins 

6.31 Joh Kirby Thanks Councillor Jackie Watts and introduces VLA 
Managing Director, Bevan Warner 

6.32 Bevan Warner VLA Managing Director, Bevan Warner speaks (3 
mins) 

6.35 Joh Kirby Thanks Bevan Warner and closes proceedings ( 3 
mins) 

6.38 Photographs Guest speakers, Chair and Executive Director 

6.40 Networking Networking with drinks and canapés 

7.30 Event closes   

Post-event  

7:35-
7:50 

Foundation staff bump out All staff 

 

 

Closing 
That is the end of our formal proceedings. Thank you all for coming. 
 
Thanks to all the staff at the Victoria Law Foundation for their hard work 
particularly the Events and Communications Teams led by Georgia 
Angus and Stephanie Philbrick.  
 
And grab a cup cake to celebrate the 50 years that the foundation has 
been having an impact on community education in the law in Victoria.  
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Take the time to network, have a drink and enjoy the nibbles tonight.  

 
 
Thanks 
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